
STATE PRESERVES ADVISORY BOARD  
 

May 2, 2019, 12:00 Noon 

Conference Room 4E, Wallace State Office Building 

502 E 9th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319, USA 

 
A field trip will precede the business meeting: 

9:00 AM – Strasser Woods State Preserve 
The field trip is open to the public; meet at preserve entrance 

 

---Agenda Topics--- 

 

1 Approve Agenda Decision 

2 Approve minutes of past meeting Decision 

3 Welcome and introductions - Introduction of new members. Information 

4 Starr’s Cave State Preserve trail update – The Flint River Trail through the 

preserve was completed in the fall of 2018.   County Conservation Board 

director Chris Lee will provide a summary of the project. 

Information - Chris Lee, 

Director of Des Moines 

County Conservation Board 

5 Strasser Woods State Preserve – The existing walking trail in the preserve is 

in need of repair, particularly on the steep slope between the upland and 

bottomland.  The Polk County Conservation Board is planning to renovate the 

trail; an alternate route will be needed to replace the steepest segment.  Updates 

on management of the preserve will also be provided. 

Decision –Doug Sheeley, 

ecologist for Polk County 

Conservation Board 

6 Pilot Knob State Preserve – A project for invasive species control in 2019 co-

funded with the Hanson Foundation has been initiated.  A broader, longer-term 

management plan is also under development, pending concurrence of the Board. 

Information and Decision – 

John Pearson and Greg 

Heidebrink, DNR district 

forester 

7 Palisades-Dows State Preserve – An access lane crossing a remote corner of 

the preserve was recently discovered.  It has evidently been used for many years 

by an adjacent landowner to reach an outlying hayfield that is isolated by steep 

topography, apparently informally authorized by a previous preserve manager.  

It is lightly used and not causing erosion or other adverse effects.  A temporary 

access agreement has been prepared to allow for continued use until an 

alternative can be identified. 

Decision – John Pearson 

8 Heendah Hills preserve – Dedication of this preserve candidate was declined 

by the Governor’s Office in 2016.  Prompted by ongoing citizen interest, 

options for renewing the nomination will be discussed. 

Information – John Pearson 

9 Next meetings – Select meeting dates for 2019. Decision 

10 Adjourn Decision 

 


